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Pankaj Oudhia 
Introduction 


Entomophagy and Entomotherapy are well known in Asia since generations. Unfortunately not much work has been done to document 
valuable Traditional Medicinal Knowledge about Insects. Pankaj Oudhia is documenting this knowledge since year 1990. The present note 
“Traditional medicinal knowledge about Tricentrus congestus (Walker 1870) [Hemiptera: Membracidae] feeding on Asgandh (Withania 
somnifera) in Chhattisgarh, India.” is updated version of his previously published online research document available through 
pankajoudhia.com. 
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For the first time I observed the infestation of Tricentrus congestus on wild population of Asgandh (Withania somnifera) during Ethno-entomological 
surveys in Southern Chhattisgarh. The traditional healers of this region are not only aware of this infestation but also they are using the full fed bugs 
as medicine. I have yet not seen its infestation in cultivated fields of Asgandh in other parts of Chhattisgarh. Also the traditional healers of other 
regions are not aware of its medicinal uses. The traditional healers of Southern Chhattisgarh use the full fed bug externally in form of special oil. They 
have specific criteria for the collection of potential bug to be used as medicine. Very active bugs are not considered suitable. Asgandh herbs growing 
near to water bodies are not preferred for the collection of bugs. The bug sited on other herbs although it is feeding on Asgandh, is ignored. When the 
healers visit to natural forest for the collection of this bug, they keep blue coloured cloth with them. The bugs are transported to the homes in this 
cloth. They are unable to give the scientific explanation but as traditional practice, they are following it sincerely. As the infestation of Tricentrus is 
common on Asgandh, the healers collect the fresh lot of bugs every year, but they are aware that how the bugs can be stored safely upto very long 
time. If stored properly, the fresh and old bugs give similar results-the healers informed. Like worship ceremony performed before the collection of 
herbs by the healers, during the collection of Tricentrus the healers adopt the same procedure. The traditional healers of Southern Chhattisgarh prepare 
a special oil from freshly collected full fed bugs. The bugs are dipped in Sarson (Mustard seed) oil and the mixture is kept under sunlight for a month. 
After this duration, the mixture is filtered and special oil is collected. This special oil is considered as a boon for the patients having all types of skin 
related troubles. This oil is used externally. Although through this special oil, common cases of skin diseases can be treated successfully but the 
traditional healers use this oil for complicated cases. It is used in treatment of old wounds, also in treatment of cancerous wound. Its effectiveness has 
established this oil as promising oil. Many healers add medicinal herbs in this oil during its preparation but most of the healers confirmed that alone 
insect based oil is capable of treating most of the cases, successfully. The traditional healers are not aware of its other traditional medicinal uses. 
Through the on-going ethno-entomological surveys, I am trying my best to gather more information on this important aspect. The special oil is not 
available as commercial product in market. I personally feel that there is a tremendous scope in this field. 


The above mentioned traditional medicinal uses have yet not been reported in reference literatures. I am feeling fortunate to document this important 
traditional medicinal knowledge. 


New Comments added on June 2014 


https://researchandmedia.ning.com/profiles/blogs/traditional-medicinal-knowledge-about-tricentrus-congestus-walker 2/34 


5/1/2021 Traditional medicinal knowledge about Tricentrus congestus (Walker 1870) [Hemiptera: Membracidae] feeding on Asgandh (Withania somnifera) in Chhattisgarh, India. Updated Version. - R... 
Through recent surveys I have collected information about over 5000 Formulations in which Tricentrus collected from Withania is added as important 
ingredient. These Formulations are used in treatment of different diseases. In Cyperus, Commelina and Kyllinga based Formulations it is added as 
secondary ingredient. These Formulations are used in treatment of stomach disorders. The Traditional Healers of Odisha use Eleocharis, Tridax and 
Mentha based Formulations for same trouble and Tricentrus is added as secondary ingredient. They are not aware of the Formulations used by the 
Healers of Chhattisgarh. In Eriocaulon, Bulbostylis and Fimbristylis based Formulations it is added as tertiary ingredient. These Formulations are 
used in treatment of nervine disorders. In Habenaria, Blumea and Achyranthes based Formulations for Kidney Diseases it is added as quaternary 
ingredient. The Healers of Jharkhand use Vanda, Cassia tora and Terminalia based Formulations for vitality. Tricentrus is added as senary ingredient 
in these Formulations. It is added as secret ingredient in these Formulations. I have found these Formulations with the heb vendors coming from 
Jharkhand. They collect the Formulations from Healers and in most of the cases not aware of its ingredients. In Carex, Najas and Caesalpinia based 
Formulations for Diabetes Complications it is added as quinary ingredient. The Healers perform purification process before using it in the 
Formulations. In Rhynchospora, Scirpus and Mukia based Formulations for Malaria it is added as septenary ingredient. For complete information on 
Formulations and dosage please visit at pankajoudhia.com 


Thank you very much for reading the article. 
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